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NEWS 
 

The MatER website is available in Italian and English since August 1st 2012. 
 
Dr. Costas Velis, the 20th September he held at Politecnico di Milano (Piacenza Campus) 
the seminar “Waste to Energy via Solid Recovered Fuels: a viable route?” Read more 
 
Results of epidemiological studies conducted on the population of Emilia-Romagna 
“MONITER: effects of incinerators on human health”. Read more 
 
A paper discussing the effects of misleading figures on recycling. Read more 
 
2012 edition of ISPRA Reports on Municipal Waste in Italy has been presented in Rome. 
It shows an increase in municipal solid waste generation, but also in separate collection 
rate. Read more 
 
The European Parliament resolution on efficient use of resources has been voted in 
Strasbourg, calling for a gradual phase-out of landfills of waste. Read more  

  

 

http://www.mater.polimi.it/mater/it/
http://www.mater.polimi.it/mater/en/
http://www.mater.polimi.it/mater/en/news-events/news/262-seminar-by-dr-costas-velis-in-piacenza
http://www.mater.polimi.it/mater/en/news-events/news/253-moniter-effects-of-incinerators-on-human-health
http://www.mater.polimi.it/mater/en/news-events/news/168-misleading-figures-on-recycling
http://www.mater.polimi.it/mater/en/news-events/news/166
http://www.mater.polimi.it/mater/en/news-events/news/165
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EVENTS 
 
 
MatER organized the one-day conference Material and energy recovery from waste: 
searching for optimum integration during the 9th edition of SIDISA 2012 (Sustainable 
Technology for environmental protection), an International symposium of sanitary and 
environmental engineering, held in Milan, from 26th to 29th of June.  
The MatER conference took place on June 27th, in the prestigious headquarters of Cariplo 
Foundation Conference Center, located in the city center of Milan. The Conference aimed 
at the description of the state of the art of current waste management strategies: recycling, 
energy recovery, composting, anaerobic digestion, gasification, pyrolysis. Different 
assessment methods to analyze and compare the technologies were discussed and a series 
of advanced applications for material and energy recovery from waste were presented in 
the final afternoon sessions. 
 

 
 
Press Release and proceeding of the conference are available for download from the 
MatER web-site. 
 
 
On 29th February MatER has been presented in Rome, at Sala delle Conferenze di Piazza 
di Montecitorio, at the event Recupero di Materia ed Energia da Rifiuti: dal progetto 
PRIN al centro studi MatER (Material and energy from waste: from the PRIN Project to 
the MatER Research Center). The conference presented the results of PRIN (Project of 
Relevant National Interest) developed in four Italian Universities on the recovery of 
materials and energy from waste, comparing alternative recovery strategies for the 
management of waste in Italy. From this experience, under the patronage of 
Federambiente and the scientific contribution of Politecnico di Milano, the MatER center 
has been established.  

  

 

http://www.mater.polimi.it/mater/en/
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Proceeding of the conference are available for download from the MatER web-site. 
 

 

 
PUBLICATION AND CONFERENCE 

 
A poster, resuming the results of the study carried out during the Leonardo trainee 
exchange, has been presented at RemTech 2012, 6th edition of Remediation Technologies 
and Requalification of the Territory exhibition, held in Ferrara from 19th to 21th September 
(“Life cycle assessment of hydrocarbons contaminated soil remediation processes” A. 
Zabala, J. Zapata, C. Scacchi, L. Rigamonti) 
 
Eng. Mario Grosso held the presentation “The implementation of anaerobic digestion of 
the food waste in a highly populated urban area: a LCA evaluation”, during the ISWA 
World Solid Waste Congress, in Florence, the17h of September 
 
Eng. Federico Viganò presented the results of a study on anaerobic digestion during the 
WastEng International Conference on Engineering for Waste and Biomass Valorisation in 
Porto, the 10th of September: “Comparative analysis of the anaerobic digestion of 
separately collected organic waste” 
 
Eng. Mario Grosso held the presentation “Esperienze e ricerche sul recupero delle scorie 
da incenerimento rifiuti” (Experiences and researches on bottom ashes recovery from 
waste incineration), during the event “Il futuro del sistema rifiuti” (the future of waste 
system) in Rome, the16th of May 
 

  

 

http://www.mater.polimi.it/mater/en/news-events/meetings/meetings-organised-by-mater
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Eng. Mario Grosso presented the first results of GERLA Project during the event: Analisi 
del ciclo di vita del sistema di gestione rifiuti in Lombardia (LCA of waste 
management system in Lombardia), in Milan, the 8th of May. 
 
Presentation can be downloaded from MatER website 
 
The following articles have been published:  

− Number concentration and chemical composition of ultrafine and nanoparticles from 
WTE (waste to energy) plants, Cernuschi S., Giugliano M.,Ozgen S., Consonni S., 
Science of The Total Environment (2012) 

− Waste gasification vs. conventional Waste-To-Energy: A comparative evaluation of 
two commercial technologies, Consonni S., Vigano F., Waste Management 32 
(2012) 653-666 

− Experimental evaluation of PCDD/Fs and PCBs release and mass balance of a WTE 
plant, Grosso M., Biganzoli L., Rigamonti L., Cernuschi S., Giugliano M., Poluzzi 
V., Biancolini V., Chemosphere 86 (2012) 293-299 

 
The final summary of the study Emissioni di polveri fini e ultrafine da impianti di 
combustione (Emissions of Fine and Ultrafine Particles from stationary combustion 
plants), is available for download from the MatER website  
The study was dedicated to the assessment of the general framework of available scientific 
knowledge and to the critic evaluation of the formation and production phenomena, the 
extent of source emissions and the potential implications of fine and ultrafine particulates 
from combustion plants for the entire size spectrum of emitted particles, from the 
minimum detectable dimension of a few nanometers up to the limit of 10 microns. 
 
A series of six papers on material and energy recovery in integrated management 
systems are available for direct download, thanks to Elsevier. These papers illustrate the 
results of a three-year research project on the comparative analysis of several “recovery 
paths” to carry out the recovery of useful materials and energy from municipal waste in 
the framework of integrated waste management systems. 
The study has been carried out by members of MatER Research Center/Politecnico di 
Milano and other Italian Universities (Università Bocconi, Università di Bologna, 
Università di Trento, Università degli Studi di Udine) and published in the year 2011 31st 
issue of Waste Management.  
 

http://www.mater.polimi.it/mater/en/news-events/meetings/meetings-attended-by-mater-staff
http://www.mater.polimi.it/mater/en/publications/books-a-journal-articles
http://www.mater.polimi.it/mater/en/publications/mater-reports
http://www.mater.polimi.it/mater/en/publications/books-a-journal-articles

